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though we have made friends with him in his rejoicing, we
get to understand him better in his sorrow, for (with him as
with us) the dark valley leads into the secret fastnesses of
religion.
Through all his rites and rejoicings a Hindu has been
preparing for death, for, as we have so often noted, the thread
that strings all the ceremonies together is the imperative
desire that the funeral offerings should be perfectly performed.
When a man finds grey hairs appearing close to his ears,
he realizes with awe that they are nothing less than the
advance messenger of the terrible god of death whispering
to him of the approach of his end and warning him to perfect
his preparations.
If a man's karma be good, he may, even after these grey
hairs have appeared, live for twenty-five years, but if, on the
other hand, he should have accumulated evil karma in a
previous existence (and he is tragically ignorant whether it
be good or-bad), his end is near*
The length of a man's life absolutely depends on karma;
good actions in a previous life would enable a man to live
one hundred and twenty years in most parts of India, but
only one hundred and eight in the trying climate of Gujarat
or Kathiawar. An evil past is responsible for the death of
all little babies and young children, who come into this world
so weighed down by their own past sins, that they may die
in three weeks, three months, or three years. Moreover (as
we shall see later), it is this inheritance of their own hoarded
evil that is responsible for the death of all the golden boys on
the fields of Flanders, who, in the karmic^ not in the Shake-
spearean, sense, ' home have gone and ta'en their wages'. It
was their maleficent karma, and not their gallantry or their
unselfishness* which decided that they were to be killed in
leading their men, or in trying to rescue a comrade.
Once, however, grey hairs appear, a man should be on the
look-out for other signs which will tell him if death be near*
Of course there are obvious indications, such as ill health,